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CITY OF YELMBackground

• Section 2.30.010 of the Yelm Municipal Code states: “The position of City Attorney shall be 

appointed by the Mayor. Compensation payable to the City Attorney shall be established in 

each annual budget. (Ord. 829 § 11, 2005).”

• Brent Dille has provided legal services for the City of Yelm since 2000 as an attorney with 

Owens Davies, then with Bean, Gentry, Wheeler, Peternell, and currently with Dille Law. 

• As part of adopting the 2021-2022 Biennial Budget and subsequent rate adjustments for 

civil and prosecution legal services in January 2021, the Finance Committee recommended 

and Council accepted  an updated letter of engagement for legal services with Dille Law 

with the intended next steps: 

1. Conduct an analysis of comparable area attorney rates, including but not limited to 

prosecution and paralegal in Q3 2021

2. Establish a formal legal services contract that would be adopted by the City Council 

and consistently reviewed for renewal every year or every other year as part of the 

budget development process.



CITY OF YELMSummary

Contract Highlights 

• Two separate legal services contracts – civil and prosecutor – would replace the existing 

letter of understanding with the City. The contracts would be established in 2021 through 

January 2023 to maintain continuity of services and align with the future RFPs desired by 

Council. 

• Council members have requested a term be established to regularly review the contract, 

with provisions to be in place to extend the contract if necessary for extenuating 

circumstances. Proposed contract language will read: 

“The initial term of this Agreement shall be from ___________, 2021 until January 1, 2023 

unless sooner terminated by either party as provided for in the following paragraphs. This 

Agreement may be extended annually, but shall not exceed January 1, 2025 unless special 

circumstances dictate otherwise.” 

• Rates for legal services would be consistent with those reviewed and recommended by the 

Council Finance committee and subsequently adopted and amended by Council as part of 

the 2021-2022 budget process. 



CITY OF YELMNext Steps

Proposed Path Forward: 

• September 7, 2021: Council provides policy direction and defines path forward.

• City Attorney reviews and approves contract for civil and prosecution legal 

services. (originally scheduled for August 3, 2021)

• September 14 & 28, 2021: Council reviews and considers legal services contract 

for adoption.

• Fall, 2022: Request for proposals (RFP) for legal services issued to coincide with 

the development and adoption of the 2023-2024 biennial budget, which must 

be adopted by Dec. 31, 2022.

• Ongoing: The City of Yelm would issue an RFP for legal services approximately 

every five years.
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Questions? 


